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Welcome to the first issue of 
PulsePoint magazine in 2016, 

a year that just so happens to be 
the International Year of Pulses. At 
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers (SPG) 
we are anticipating a big year. We 
have many projects on the go and are 
looking to see how the investments 
we have made with grower levy dollars 
will enhance the profitability of pulse 
growers in Saskatchewan. 
 Like many other growers do, my 
wife LaVonne and I travel to warmer 
climates for a brief respite from winter. 
When we meet other travellers the 
questions are usually similar: where are 
you from, what do you do for a living, 
and what do you do in winter? We are 
proud to tell people that we are farmers 
from Saskatchewan and that winter is 
not a slow season for us.
 As a farmer, winters are to analyze 
what went right during the growing 
season and what can be improved for 
next year. Similarily, at the board table 
we ask the same questions. What are 
important emerging issues that can 
affect the industry (remembering the 
transportation issues of over a year ago), 
has the work undertaken in the past year 
brought us closer to the results we want 
to achieve, and is SPG on the right track 
for the future?

 In the past year SPG was involved 
in providing recommendations to the 
Canada Transportation Act Review, 
we undertook a successful request 
for research proposals that resulted in 
$8.75 million dollars in new funding for 
research focused on pulse agronomy, 
plant breeding, health and nutrition, 
and processing and utilzation, and we 
executed a national restaurant challenge 
focused on lentils. At the heart of the 
decisions we are making, and the areas 
we are investing in, ensuring that we are 
on track, is our strategic plan. This plan 
has four key areas we have identifed as 
the areas we want to see results in:
1. Unlocking yield potential of 

established pulse crops
2. Increasing demand for pulse crops
3. Developing new pulse crop options 

for Saskatchewan
4. Expanding market access
 For farmers, a strategic plan is 
often kept in our heads and not written 
down. We are the planners and the 
implementers in our businesses, so the 
combination of roles allows us to merge 
these functions. As directors we are 
responsible for setting the direction of the 
organization, and look to the the staff at 
SPG to manage the implementation. This 
helps to shape the conversations at the 
board table to ensure what we discuss is 

CHAIR’S MESSAGE
International Year of Pulses aligns with Saskatchewan’s pulse future

part of our short- and long-term plans. It 
also gives our staff goals and objectives 
to accomplish. Both parts are important 
to ensure that invesments made with 
grower levy dollars deliver results. 
 The entire pulse industry is excited 
about the opportunities the International 
Year of Pulses presents in 2016. We 
are planning some provincial events to 
mark the year, along with national and 
international events. I would now like 
to challenge you to make a difference 
in 2016. If you do not eat pulses on a 
regular basis, give them a try. If you 
already do, consider taking the Pulse 
Pledge. The Pulse Pledge is a social 
media iniatitive that will launch in 
January that is designed to get more 
people committed to eating pulses (look 
for more details at pulsepledge.com 
come January). 
  Enjoy your winter wherever it takes 
you, either down snowy or sandy roads. 
As as you meet people in your daily 
travels, either near or far, ask them if 
they know about pulses and the exciting 
International Year ahead.

Tim Wiens
Chair

Chair’s  
Message



2 PULSEPOINT  |  January 2016

The International Year of Pulses (IYP) 
was officially launched in an event 

that took place at the United Nations 
(UN) in Rome, Italy, on November 10. 
The ceremony also marked the kick-
off of a year filled with international 
and domestic programs that are 
being executed to take advantage the 
increased consumer attention that IYP 
creates. The activities that have been 
developed, and are well underway, were 
set up to align with the four theme areas 
that had been established for the Year. 
The four areas include:
• Increase Food Security, Nutrition 

& Innovation by partnering with 
governments and the private sector to 
increase production and consumption 
of pulses.

• Create Awareness by establishing 
pulses as a globally recognized food 
category.

• Address Market Access & Stability 
issues so pulses can be marketed at 
the local, regional, and international 
level, and add value across food supply 
chains.

• Contribute to Productivity & 
Environmental Sustainability by 
highlighting the important role pulses 
have to play in global agricultural 
systems and sustainable food 
production.

Beans, Big Opportunities: Realizing the 
Potential of Pulses to Meet Today’s Global 
Health Challenges event was held at the 
Sackler Institute for Nutrition Science 
in New York City. This event looked at 
the contribution of pulses in healthy and 
sustainable diets, and their ability to 
impact public health. 
 The impact IYP will have on the 
Saskatchewan pulse industry will be 
long-term and sustained. Saskatchewan 
pulse farmers are amongst the 
most competitive in the world, and 
recent history has demonstrated that 
Saskatchewan growers are capturing the 
expanded global demand for pulses in 
existing markets such as India, China, 
and the Middle East. The International 
Year of Pulses will position us well 
for the long term to ensure continued 
profitability for growers and throughout 
the industry.

Carl Potts
Executive Director
cpotts@saskpulse.com
(306) 668-6676

 Within this issue of PulsePoint, we 
have strived to provide a broad look at 
the highlights of the programs that will 
be undertaken in each of these areas over 
the next year. 
 In Canada, the national outreach 
is focused heavily on engaging food 
media across the country in helping 
to communicate the nutrition and 
sustainability benefits of pulses. The first 
step in that plan is to host a Canadian 
IYP celebratory media event in Toronto, 
where a large portion of Canadian food 
media outlets are located. The industry is 
also working with a public relations firm 
to help sustain media interest throughout 
the year. 
 Additionally, ‘Lunch and Learn’ 
events targeting Canadian health 
professionals will be held throughout 
the year. These events will be hosted 
at universities across Canada that 
are known for their medical, health, 
and nutrition programs. The events 
will feature seminars that will show 
the research links between pulse 
consumption and improved health. 
 Globally, the Global Pulses 
Confederation (GPC) has established 
a slate of signature events that are 
happening around the world throughout 
2016. The first signature event already 
took place in mid-November. The Little 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
The time has come

Executive Director’s 
Message
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Now is the time to be scouting your fields.

Dual Inoculation
Land that has been through less than 
ideal growing conditions, or has not had 
soybeans for a few years, requires special 
attention when it comes to inoculation. 
Dual inoculation can help quickly establish 
high populations of rhizobia bacteria to 
help ensure the best possible nodulation 
and soybean performance. Land with a 
history of longer soybean rotations, or land 
with a history of flooding or longer periods 
of drought, is not conducive to rhizobia 
survival. It is in these soils that farmers will 
benefit greatly from the application of two 
formulations of inoculant.

Seed-applied inoculants tend to form 
nodules closer to where the seed is located 
(closer to the primary root); in-furrow-
applied granular inoculants tend to form 
nodules on the secondary or lateral roots. 
Combining the two formulations allows 
for wider distribution of nodules along the 
whole root system.

Dual inoculation combines seed-applied 
inoculants with a sequential in-furrow 
application of a granular or liquid inoculant 
to quickly establish high populations 
of rhizobia bacteria to ensure optimal 
nodulation and soybean performance.

How to dual inoculate
As the base treatment in dual inoculation, 
Optimize® ST, a new more concentrated 
formulation of Optimize, provides the 
benefits of a specially selected 
Bradyrhizobium japonicum inoculant along 
with lipochitooligosaccharide (LCO) 
technology:

•   Improved nodule formation

•   Increased nitrogen fixation

•   Enhanced nutrient availability, which 
supports root and shoot growth

•   Broad seed treatment compatibility with 
120-day on-seed stability

LCO is a molecule involved in the rhizobia–
legume nodulation system. LCO is an 
important component in nodulation as a  
key driver in the communication between 
plants and rhizobia. 

With Optimize ST, there is no lag time for 
plant development waiting for the LCO 
signal, as it is delivered on the seed. This 
gives the plant more time to grow (closing 
the communication gap between the plant 
and the rhizobia). Optimize ST is applied  
to soybean seed by retailers. 

Advertorial

Why Inoculate or Dual Inoculate?

Enhanced root growth.

www.monsantobioag.ca

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS. Cell-Tech®, JumpStart®, Monsanto BioAg and Design™  
Optimize® and TagTeam® are registered trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC, Monsanto Canada, Inc. licensee.  
© 2015 Monsanto Canada Inc.10.15 1697

Control Optimize

Root nodules and a dissected, pink nodule

For soybean growers with air drills and a 
granular applicator, TagTeam® granular is an 
ideal sequential product with Optimize ST. 
TagTeam for soybean combines the 
phosphate-solubilizing organism Penicillium 
bilaii and Bradyrhizobium japonicum in  
one inoculant to help address your soybean 
crop’s phosphate and nitrogen fertility 
needs. Penicillium bilaii provides crops 
access to soil and fertilizer phosphate.

For growers without a granular applicator, 
or a planter with a liquid kit, Cell-Tech™ 
liquid applied in-furrow through a liquid 
applicator is a good option. Cell-Tech is 
a single-action inoculant that contains 
a specially selected Bradyrhizobium 
japonicum species. 

If phosphate is limited, JumpStart® 
inoculant, containing Penicillium bilaii, can 
be seed-applied along with Optimize ST by 
your retail, and Cell-Tech liquid or granular 
applied sequentially in-furrow. JumpStart 
increases phosphate availability for better 
use of phosphate and higher yield potential.

Consult your local Monsanto BioAg 
representative or local retailer for further 
information on how to dual inoculate 
soybeans to ensure optimal nodulation  
and soybean performance.

•   Effective nodulation is essential 
for nitrogen fixation, particularly 
in soils where soybeans have 
not been planted recently

•   Dual (or double) inoculation 
can help quickly establish high 
populations of rhizobia bacteria 
to ensure optimal nodulation  
and soybean performance
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Research

Your mom always said you need 
to eat your greens to grow up 

strong and healthy. But as it turns out, 
she should have added peas, lentils, 
chickpeas, and other pulses to the list of 
healthy foods too. 
 After an in-depth look at all of the 
existing research on the health benefits 
of pulse crops, Pulse Canada is geared up 
to get Health Canada’s seal of approval, 
enabling them to generate a valuable and 
factually accurate conversation amongst 
Canadian consumers. 
 “We wanted to determine whether 
any of the existing research we have on 
health effects of pulses was sufficient 
to make a health claim statement,” says 

Julianne Curran, Vice President, Food and 
Health at Pulse Canada. “Most people 
in North America are not aware of the 
nutritional and health advantages of 
pulses. Government approved claims 
can be broadly communicated on 
food labels in marketing and by health 
professionals,” says Curran. 
 With current research making 
links between pulse crops and lowered 
cholesterol, blood sugar responses, and 
overall good gut health, the next step is 

to ensure new research is suitable for 
making strong health claims. 
 “Pulse Canada has been working 
with researchers across Canada to 
design studies that can be used towards 
health claims and address existing gaps. 
For example, studies are needed to test 
the specific dose amounts of pulses so 
that claim wording is relevant to existing 
pulse product serving sizes,” says Curran. 
 One such study looking at daily 
serving of pulses in one’s diet, or 

GETTING HEALTH CANADA’S SEAL  
OF APPROVAL

Research shows pulse consumption can benefit your health, and healthcare expenditures.

Pulse consumption has a big impact on your health and the economy
Jane Caulfield

“We have known that pulse crops are healthy for quite 
some time, but now we know that they are good in 
lowering healthcare expenditures too.”
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per cent reduction in coronary heart 
disease incidence. According to their 
predictions, if 50 per cent of the adult 
population in Canada consumed the 
recommended daily serving, the annual 
direct and indirect savings would total 
$73 million for Type 2 diabetes and $209 
million for coronary heart disease. 
 “These are big numbers. We have 
known that pulse crops are healthy for 
quite some time, but now we know that 
they are good in lowering healthcare 
expenditures too,” says Jones. “The 
money savings is important, but you 
cannot ignore the health benefits of pulse 
crops. As our population gets older, we 
need to ensure we are doing what we 
can to maintain quality of life.”
  Jones points out that by being able 
to communicate just how healthy pulse 
crops are, it will in turn have a better 
economic benefit for pulse producers  
as well. 

Research

dose amounts, leading to disease risk 
reduction is being carried out by Dr. Peter 
Jones at the University of Manitoba. 
He has linked pulse consumption to 
healthcare expenditures determining that 
pulse consumption has a direct effect on 
the national budget, reducing healthcare 
expenditures in Canada. 
 “Pulse crops possess considerable 
health benefits. By quantifying the 
benefits to the health care system this 
way, we can better inform consumers,” 
says Dr. Peter Jones, Director of the 
Richardson Centre for Functional Foods 
and Nutraceuticals at the University of 
Manitoba. “We wanted to go beyond 
the standard valuation process and look 
at the socioeconomic benefits of pulse 
crops in relation to health.”
 According to their study, a daily 
serving of 130 grams of cooked pulses 
resulted in a seven per cent average 
reduction in Type 2 diabetes and a five 

Jane Caulfield is an experienced 
journalist and writer, and is the 
owner of Tin Box Digital Content.bi

o

 Pulse Canada plans to have some of 
their findings submitted to Health Canada 
by the end of 2015. Should everything 
go well, you may be seeing and hearing 
a whole lot more in the grocery store, or 
at mom’s dinner table, about why you 
should be eating your pulses.

For any seed inquiries, please contact Trevor or Jamie
Call 306-693-9402 or visit us online at simpsonseeds.com

2016 Seed Guide
LENTIL VARIETIES
TOP PERFORMERS: CDC SB-3 CL (Iberina™) and CDC Greenstar. 
CDC Marble, CDC Asterix, CDC Imvincible CL, CDC Proclaim CL, 
CDC Kermit, CDC Impulse CL, Indian Head.
PEA VARIETY
CDC Saffron
CEREAL VARIETIES
CDC Meredith, CDC Utmost VB, AC Transend.
FLAX VARIETY
CDC Neela
CANARY VARIETY
Common Canary Seed, CDC CALVI

BOOK YOUR 2016 SEED TODAY! 
NOW EXCEPTING CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS
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NEW VARIETIES BENEFIT FARMERS  
AND PULSE INDUSTRY
Prairie partnership offers growers a bounty of choice
Noelle Chorney

This Issue

Pulse acreage in Saskatchewan is 
currently greater than many major 

crops, including flax, barley, and oats. In 
2014, Saskatchewan’s farmers grew 96 
per cent of Canada’s lentil crop, 99 per 
cent of its chickpea crop, and 64 per cent 
of its dry pea crop.
 Saskatchewan Pulse Growers 
(SPG) Agronomy and Seed Program 
Manager Sherrilyn Phelps and Kofi 
Agblor, Managing Director of the Crop 
Development Centre (CDC) at the 
University of Saskatchewan both agree 
that the expansion of pulse acreage 

and increase in production over the last 
20 years have been the result of the 
breeding agreement between the CDC 
and SPG as well as SPG’s Variety Release 
Program to thank.
 Twenty years ago, Kofi Agblor says, 
the pulse industry in Saskatchewan was 
very small and in need of a boost. Crop 
breeders Bert Vandenberg and Pierre 
Hucl had determined that the traditional 
method of releasing new pulse varieties 
was not going to be economically feasible 
for pulses. The acreage for each variety 
was too small to make it worthwhile 

for seed companies, and the amount of 
seed required made it too expensive for 
farmers.
 Hucl and Vandenberg developed 
an unconventional approach involving 
collaboration between the CDC and SPG. 
In return for SPG investment in the CDC’s 
existing pulse-breeding program, the 
CDC would release new pulse varieties, 
royalty free, directly to SPG. The program 
would not cost farmers additional money, 
instead the levy farmers were already 
contributing to SPG would cover funding 
for the program through the development 
of a pulse crop breeding agreement 
between two organizations. 
 SPG gained commercialization rights 
to varieties released by CDC in 1997 and 
since then, the program has released 

“Getting new varieties into the hands of seed growers as 
quickly as possible helps to see how the varieties perform 
at field scale.”
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This Issue

108 new varieties of pulse crops: 32 pea 
varieties, 45 lentil varieties, 22 chickpea 
varieties, eight dry bean varieties, and one 
faba bean variety.
 The CDC Pulse Breeding Program 
continues to produce improved varieties 
each year that are released through SPG’s 
Variety Release Program. For example, 
chickpea researchers are developing high-
yielding chickpea cultivars with improved 
resistance to Asochyta blight, herbicide 
tolerance, and exhibiting early maturity. 
Some of the specific objectives for Kabuli 
chickpea breeding include improving 
seed size, visual seed characteristics, 
and canning and cooking quality. Desi 
chickpeas are being bred with improved 

visual seed characteristics and dehulling 
and milling quality, as well there is 
currently development of specialty 
chickpeas for niche markets. 
 New yellow pea varieties are soon 
to be released that exhibit improved 
yields in northern and southern 
Saskatchewan growing regions. A new 
green pea variety has shown superior 
characteristics compared to CDC 
Greenwater and will likely be released 
in the next year. Improvements in pea 
traits include increased yield, lodging 
resistance, disease resistance, visual and 
nutritional quality.
 The objectives of the lentil 
breeding program continue to focus 

on improvements to yield, disease 
resistance, and nutritional enhancements.  
 The bean program is breeding for 
high value market classes, such as slow 
darkening pintos and yellow beans, as 
well as interesting colours and shapes. 
The team hopes to register Flor de Junio, 
a pink and yellow bean popular in certain 
regions of Mexico, in the next year. 
Besides traits of interest, bean breeding 
efforts are also focused on disease 
resistance and overall quality.
 “Getting new varieties into the 
hands of seed growers as quickly as 
possible helps to see how the varieties 
perform at field scale, and how the 
varieties adapt to a wide range of 
environmental conditions,” says Phelps. 
“No royalties up front helps growers keep 
costs down while taking advantage of 
the latest technologies such as higher 
yields, improved disease resistance, and 
tolerance to herbicides.”

Noelle Chorney is a freelance 
science writer, interpretive planner, 
content manager, and owner of Tall 
Order Communications. She can be 
reached at @tallorder@sasktel.netbi

o
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Register online  
until January 4, 2016 at:

CROPSPHERE.COM

  Facebook.com 
/CropSphere

  @ CropSphere

IDEAS, INNOVATION, 
AND KNOWLEDGE

January 12 &13

2016 REGIONAL  
PULSE MEETINGS
Dates & Locations:           
February 1, 2016 –  North Battleford, SK (Dekker Centre)
February 2, 2016 – Rosetown, SK (Rosetown District Civic Centre)
February 3, 2016 – Swift Current, SK (Stockade Building)
February 4, 2016 – Regina, SK (Evraz Building, Queensbury Downs, Salon B)

2016 Regional Pulse Meeting Agenda
8:30 a.m.  
Trade Show Opens

10:30 a.m. 
Networking and 
Refreshment Break

1:30 p.m. 
Local Pulse Production 
Concerns

3:30 p.m. 
Closing Remarks

9:05 a.m.  
Opening Remarks  
and Introductions

11:15 a.m.  
Weed Control –  
Eric Johnson

1:45 p.m.  
Pulse Production Panel

*To register, call the  
Ag Knowledge Centre  
at 1-866-457-2377.  
Visit www.saskpulse.com 
for more information.

9:15 a.m.  
Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers Update

11:45 a.m. 
Lunch

2:15 p.m. 
Networking and 
Refreshment Break

9:30 a.m.  
Variety Update – CDC 
Breeders

12:45 p.m.  
Soil Fertility –  
Jeff Schoenau &  
Tom King 

2:30 p.m.  
Market Outlook –  
Marlene Boersch

saskpulse.com     @saskpulse 
agriculture.gov.sk.ca @skagriculture
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This Issue

VARIETIES FOR 2016
Plan your next crop with these options

Variety Name Yield % CDC  
Maxim* Areas

Maturity Days to 
flower

Resistance 
to Aschohyta

Resistance to 
Anthracnose

Height 
(cm)

Seed 
Weight 
g/1000

Year 
Released

Agronomic Traits Market Traits

1-2 
(South)

3-4
(North)

Sm
al

l R
ed

 Le
nt

il

CDC  
Dazil-CL

104 98 E-M 53 Good Fair 33 35 2010 Clearfield variety Seed most similar to 
dimensions of CDC Impact 

CDC Redcliff 107 103 E-M 51 Good Fair 35 38 2010 High yielding, 
conventional

Seed type good for 
standard small red markets 

CDC Cherie 109 106 E-M 51 Good Fair 32 39 2012 High yield, good lodging 
tolerance 

Acceptable seed 
characters for standard 
small red

CDC Impulse 
CL (IBC 479)

108 95 E-M 52 Good Good 37 44 2014* High yield, Clearfield 
variety.

Acceptable seed 
characters, 10% larger 
than CDC Maxim

CDC Proclaim 
CL (IBC 550) §

105 101 E-M 51 Good Good 34 40 2014* Clearfield variety, 
higher yielding than 
CDC Maxim.

Similar to CDC Maxim

CDC Scarlet 105 103 E-M 53 Good Fair 35 36 2012 High yield, good lodging 
tolerance 

Acceptable seed 
characters for standard 
small red 

Ex
tr

a 
Sm

al
l R

ed
 Le

nt
il

CDC Ruby
90 91 E 48 Good Good 30 29 2010 Early maturity and 

shorter 
Seed dimensions  
similar to CDC Robin 

CDC Rosie 92 90 E-M 52 Good Good 33 30 2012 Good lodging tolerance Plump seed

CDC Roxy 
(3959-6)

103 102 E-M 53 Good Good 34 32 2014* High yield, good lodging 
tolerance. Limited data

More plump than most 
extra smalls. Limited data

La
rg

e 
Gr

ee
n 

Le
nt

ils

CDC
Impower CL

85 68 M-L 52 Good Very Poor 41 64 2009 Clearfield variety, 
slightly later than CDC 
Improve 

Yield similar to CDC 
Improve with better seed 
coat colour

CDC 
Greenstar 
(3339-3)

101 78 M-L 52 Good Fair 40 73 2013 c Highest yielding large 
green with some 
anthracnose tolerance 
and good resistance to 
ascochyta

Largest seed in market 
class, between CDC 
Greenland and CDC Plato 
for colour

Me
di

um
 

Gr
ee

n 
Le

nt
ils

CDC 
Imigreen CL

78 71 M 50 Good Very Poor 44 57 2009 Clearfield variety Better green colour 
retention compared to all 
other lentil varieties 

Sm
al

l 
Gr

ee
n 

Le
nt

ils

CDC 
Imvincible CL

96 83 E 49 Good Good 33 34 2009 Clearfield variety, 
otherwise similar to 
CDC Viceroy 

All marketing 
characteristics very similar 
to CDC Viceroy 

Ex
tr

a 
Sm

al
l G

re
en

 
Le

nt
ils

CDC Asterix 99 101 E 48 Good Fair 30 26 2012 High yield, improved 
disease package

Extra small seed size 
attractive in some markets. 
Colour retention like CDC 
Viceroy

CDC Peridot 
CL

84 94 E 48 Fair Poor 37 38 2008 Clearfield variety 
agronomically similar 
to CDC

LeMay Seed size slightly 
larger than CDC LeMay 
Dark marbled green coat

Fr
en

ch
 

Gr
ee

n 
Le

nt
il

CDC Marble 
(3494-6)

107 103 E 49 Good Fair 36 24 2013 c Very high yield; 
improved lodging 
tolerance and improved 
disease package

Slightly lighter colour 
pattern than other French 
greens

Variety Type Yield 
% CDC 
Fatima

Maturity Height (cm) Seed 
Weight 
g/1000

Seed 
Coat 
Colour

Years 
Tested

Agronomic Traits Market Comments

Fa
ba

 B
ea

ns CDC 
Snowdrop

Small seeded, zero tannin 91 104 92 335 White 6 White flower with 
zero tannins. Improved 
lodging tolerance, small 
seeded

First small-seeded zero 
tannin type 

      2014* - Limited seed supply        2013 c - May have limited seed supply       E-Early, M- Medium, L-Late
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Variety Name Yield % Golden* Maturity Lodging 
(1-9)

Resistance 
to Mycho. 
Blight (1-9)

Resistance 
to Seed Coat 
Breakage

Resis-
tance to 
Dimpling

Seed 
Weight 
g/1000

Year 
Released

Agronomic Traits Market Traits

1,2, 
& 3 
South

3 -4
North

Irrigation

Ye
llo

w 
Pe

as

CDC  
Saffron

106 114 101 M 4 4.5 Good Fair 250 2011 High yield, good lodging 
resistance 

Round shape, medium 
protein content, good 
cooking quality

CDC Amarillo 110 125 112 M 3.5 4.5 Fair Fair 230 2012 High yield, good 
lodging resistance, 
good Fusarium wilt 
resistance

Round shape, medium 
protein content, good 
cooking quality

Gr
ee

n 
Pe

as

CDC Raezer 91 103 105 M 3.5 5 Good Good 220 2011 Good lodging 
resistance, good 
disease resistance 
package 

Smooth, round seed shape 
with good bleaching 
resistance

CDC Limerick 105 110 101 L 3.5 4 Very Good Good 210 2012 Good performer, 
medium-tall, 
good lodging 
resistance, improved 
mychospherella 
resistance

Smooth, round seed shape 
with good bleaching 
resistance, high protein 
concentration

CDC 
Greenwater 
(2472-4)

110 114 96 L 3.5 4 Good Fair 230 2014* Good yield and lodging 
resistance, medium-tall

Smooth, round seed 
shape and good bleaching 
resistance

Ot
he

r P
ea

s

CDC 
Tetris – Blocky 
type green pea

99 113 99 L 4 4.5 Good Good 210 2010 Good performer, 
medium-tall 

‘Espace-type’ market class 
used in snack food markets 
in Asia. Blocky seed shape, 
and good green colour 
intensity

CDC  
Pluto – Small 
seeded green 
pea

102 102 102 M 5.5 4.5 Good Good 160 2010 Good yield, fair lodging 
resistance 

A new market class due to 
small seed size. Smooth 
round seed shape and 
good green colour intensity 

CDC Horizon – 
Forage Pea

97 98 70 M 4.5 4.5 Good Good 170 2010 High biomass (approx 
8% greater than 40-
10), acceptable grain 
yield (approx 97% of 
Cutlass in forage elite 
test)

Similar feed value to 
Trapper and 40-10, small 
seed size 

CDC  
Mosaic – 
Maple Pea

90 92 65 L 4 4.5 Good Very 
Good

180 2010 Acceptable grain yield. 
First maple with good 
lodging resistance 

Seed type similar to CDC 
Acer 

CDC 
Dakota – 
Dun Pea

116 125 106 M 3.5 4.5 Good Very 
Good

205 2010 Good yield, good 
lodging resistance 

Uniform, nice dun 
(greenish-tan) seed coat, 
blocky seed shape, non-
dimpled surface. Ideal for 
split pea markets.

Variety Yield % Amit
Areas* South

Maturity Days to 
Flower

Resistance 
to  
Aschochyta

Height (cm) Seed 
Weight 
g/1000

Seed 
Shape

Year 
Released

Agronomic Traits Market Traits

1 2

Ch
ick

pe
as

CDC 
Leader – Kabuli

109 108 M 55 4.4 41 394 Ram-
head

2011 High yield and earlier 
maturity than CDC 
Frontier 

9-10 mm size, ram-head 
seed shape, beige seed 
colour 

CDC
Orion – Kabuli

108 106 L 51 4.9 44 441 Ram-
head

2010 High yield and same 
maturity as CDC 
Frontier 

10 mm size, ram-head 
shape, beige seed colour 

CDC 
Cory – Desi

113 106 M 57 4.1 47 274 Angular/
plump

2010 High yield and earlier 
maturity than check 

Medium seed size, tan 
seed coat colour 

CDC Palmer 
(1041-3) – 
Kabuli
*Limited 
availability

108 105 ML 53 4.7 42 426 Ram-
head

2014 High yield and earlier 
maturity than CDC 
Frontier

10 mm size, ram-head 
shape, beige seed colour

CDC Consul 
(603-3) – Desi
*Limited 
availability

111 111 M 53 3.9 45 307 Plump 2013 High yield potential, 
medium-late maturity

Medium seed size with 
light tan seed coat colour

E-Early, M- Medium, L-Late       2013 c - May have limited seed supply        2014* - Limited seed supply 
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Crops Specialist for the Saskatchewan 
Ministry of Agriculture, agrees. “Because 
all pulses are capable of fixing nitrogen, 
the largest component, and among the 
most expensive of all inputs supplied to 
crops on the Prairies, is now provided 
biologically,” he explains. 
 The plant residue left after harvest 
and the root depths of various pulse crops 
can also help manage soil moisture and 
nutrient uptake, Risula adds. For example, 
lentils pull moisture from a shallow depth 
compared with canola and wheat that 
root deeper in soil. 

Breaking the Cycle
In the past, Rosaasen and Risula say 
pest control has been a costly challenge. 
However with more options on the 
market from more companies at reduced 
prices, pulse growers have greater 
choices than ever before. “Now we can 
have clean pulse crops at an affordable 
price,” Rosaasen says.

A trio of features is helping pulse crops 
stand out as an economical choice 

for crop rotations on a growing number 
of Prairie farms. The number of acres 
planted with lentils, peas, and beans has 
almost doubled since 2002 to a record 
6.3 million acres planted in Saskatchewan 
this year, and 1.8 million acres in Alberta.
 Driving the rise in acres are the three 
key benefits of pulse crops, says Nevin 
Rosaasen, Policy and Program Specialist 
for Alberta Pulse Growers. “Pulse crops 
offer soil, pest management, and risk 
management benefits that make them 
attractive to growers.” 

Good for the Soil
“The beautiful thing about pulses is that 
they are leguminous,” says Rosaasen. 
“They basically wipe out the nitrogen bill.” 
 Pulse crops are able to fulfill 
their nitrogen needs by working with 
specialized Rhizobium bacteria to pull 
nitrogen from the air surrounding the 

plant roots and make it available for use 
by the plant. 
 Forgoing that nitrogen fertilizer cost 
(for some crops, sometimes greater than 
$100 per acre) by planting pulse crops 
can significantly improve net returns, 
says Rosaasen. Considering the average 
2,000 acre crop farm could easily 
have a fertilizer bill in the hundreds of 

thousands of dollars – it is no wonder this 
is the single largest economic benefit of 
including pulses in the rotation. “It greatly 
reduces your risk should Mother Nature 
not cooperate,” says Rosaasen.
 Dale Risula, Provincial Special 

GROWING PULSES MAKES GOOD  
ECONOMIC SENSE 
More Prairie growers are picking pulses
Kim Waalderbos

“Pulse crops offer soil, 
pest management, 
and risk management 
benefits that make them 
attractive to growers.”

This Issue
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 Risula explains that growers 
using rotations of pulses, cereals, and 
oilseeds are also helping break the pest 
cycle. “Pulses often utilize different 
herbicides and fungicides than wheat 
or canola,” he says. “This helps keep 
the weed population off balance and 
reduces build-up of resistance to 
particular chemistries.”

Spreading the Risk 
By not putting all your eggs in one basket, 
Rosaasen says pulse growers spread 
their risk and diversify the farm income 
streams by adding one more crop to the 
marketing portfolio. 
 Fortunately, Risula says, most 
growers are able to add pulses to the 
rotation without expensive changes to 
their existing machinery.
 Pulse growers are also able to save 
seed, which Rosaasen says is another 

cost savings when comparing with 
canola. He notes many progressive 
growers buy certified pulse seed every 
few years to update the genetics, then 
save and test seed in the years between 
to ensure vigor and keep it free of disease.  
 And as markets become more 
established for pulses such as faba 
beans, that are growing in acres planted, 
the financial risk will also decrease. “Our 
high quality product is in high demand,” 
Risula says. 

Overcoming Hurdles 
Despite the benefits, some growers are 
still wary of pulses, says Rosaasen. “They 
may have tried it once and not had a 
good experience, and that can make them 
reluctant to try it again.”
 Pulses can take a lot of patience 
at harvesting, especially with shorter 
stature lentils. “You cannot harvest with 

fast ground speed,” explains Rosaasen. 
Growers should roll the ground following 
seeding, Risula also suggests. “It is an 
extra precaution to help push the stones 
back into the ground so you are not 
picking stones with your combine.” 

Looking ahead
“Pulses have been a good cash crop over 
the years,” says Risula. “Farmers are able 
to sell them quite easily, and for many 
years prices have been on the upside.”
 And there is room to grow. Already, 
Canada is the world’s largest exporter 
of pulses, and Saskatchewan has made 
its mark as the dominant province. In 
2014, Saskatchewan produced more than 
95 per cent of the Canadian lentil and 
chickpea crop, and almost two-thirds of 
the nation’s pea crop. 
 “We have a great quality product 
that is recognized around the world,” 
says Risula. He sees opportunities with 
new innovations such as biofortification 
– where plants are bred to uptake certain 
soil nutrients, such as zinc and iron, and 
deposit these into the seed. Genomic 
methods have sped up the process for 
new varieties considerably. “We keep 
looking at ways to improve yield, quality, 
and the nutritional aspects of pulses,” 
says Risula.

Kim Waalderbos is a freelance 
writer and dairy farmer. She can be 
reached at kwaalder@gmail.com. 

This Issue
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 Faba beans are widely consumed 
in North African and Middle Eastern 
countries, and there is growing interest 
in their potential as a protein source. 
They are also increasingly in demand 
by the Canadian hog industry as a feed 
ingredient.

How Was the Crop?
Both Phelps and Risula describe the 
2015 crop as average, with regional 
yield variability ranging anywhere from 
20 to 80 bushels an acre (bu/ac). This 
was caused in part by drier conditions 
at the beginning of the growing season 
and wetter conditions later in summer, 
leading to higher incidence of disease. 
 Chocolate spot, a botrytis that 
can affect both yield and bean quality 
in excessively wet conditions, is being 
reported as the biggest disease problem 
in this year’s crop due to wet weather 
later in the season. 

Saskatchewan’s faba bean acreage 
took a big jump forward in 2015, with 

growers planting more than three times 
the number of acres planted in 2014. 
 The increase from approximately 
18,000 to 65,000 acres can be 
attributed to several factors, says 
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers Agronomy 
and Seed Program Manager Sherrilyn 
Phelps - the need for an alternative to 
field peas in wet areas or where root rots 
are an issue, more market opportunities, 
and the crop’s nitrogen fixing ability.  
 “We have had five years of wet 
conditions across the Prairies. Peas do 
not like wet feet, so growers in northeast 
Saskatchewan have moved away from 
them due to the higher moisture levels, 
and that is one area where expansion 
into faba beans has been occurring,” 
explains Phelps. “As well, world faba 
bean production was down a bit, 
meaning buyers were looking for other 

sources and Canada was able to tap into 
the markets.”  
 Field peas have seen an increased 
risk of Aphanomyces root rot since 2009 
due to excess moisture, whereas faba 
beans grow well in wet conditions and 

are resistant to that disease adds Dale 
Risula, Provincial Special Crops Specialist 
with the Saskatchewan Ministry of 
Agriculture.
 They are also very good for the 
soil as they are the highest nitrogen 
fixing grain crop and can fix up to 250 
pounds per acre depending on growing 
conditions. 

FOCUS SHIFTS TO FABA BEANS
A year in review for Saskatchewan’s crop
Lilian Schaer

Faba beans have provided 
Saskatchewan growers 
with an alternative pulse 
crop to grow in wet areas.

This Issue
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 “From what I am gathering talking 
to growers, we are looking at slightly 
lower yields this year at 45 to 55 bu/ac 
on average compared to 55 to 65 last 
year,” says Risula. 
 Kris Mayerle farms near Tisdale, 
growing wheat, canola, oats, barley, peas, 
industrial hemp, flax, and faba beans. This 
past year was his fourth season growing 
fabas, which he likes for their soil benefits 
and ability to handle both spring frost and 
late fall weather challenges.
 “Our yields were down a bit from 
the last couple of years as we had a drier 
start to the year and had lots of rain 

at the end of the season,” he explains. 
“Field peas were a big rotation crop for 
us, but we have been so wet that we 
have had a lot of struggles to grow good 
yield and quality.” 
 Mayerle says there were some 
disease pressures in his area, but they 
were not as big a concern on his fields 
due to his use of fungicides. For some 
growers who did not spray, the impact 
was a yield reduction of up to 25 per cent. 
 A challenge with growing faba beans 
is the long growing season compared 
to peas, with most varieties currently 
requiring about 110 days to maturity.  

Lilian Schaer is a professional 
agricultural writer and editor based 
near Guelph, Ontario. She can be 
reached at lilian@agrifoodprojects.ca 
or www.agrifoodprojects.ca. 

This Issue

FABA BEAN FACTS
1. Faba beans like wet feet, so 

grow best in moist soils
2. Faba beans fix up to 90 per 

cent of the nitrogen in the 
soil

3. Faba beans have partial 
resistance to Aphanomyces 
root rot

4. Faba beans are a rich 
source of dietary fibre 
and protein, making it a 
welcome addition to human 
and animal feed markets

Looking Forward 
Both Phelps and Risula expect 
continued growth in Saskatchewan’s 
faba bean acreage. Mayerle 
anticipates he will keep growing the 
crop, but cautions there is a need for 
continued market development for 
Canadian growers. 
 According to Risula, new faba bean 
varieties with higher yields, shorter 
maturity, and more uniform seed size 
for easier planting are in the works, 
which he says will make the crop more 
attractive to growers.

bi
o

BIOLOGICAL SEED TREATMENT FOR YIELD ENHANCEMENT AND DISEASE CONTROL

The FIRST and ONLY 
seed treatment for 

WHITE MOLD and SDS

SOYBEANS • DRY BEANS
Seed treatment product now available for the suppression of 
White Mold in dry beans and White Mold & SDS in soybean.

 • Proven results from trials at Iowa State University, 
Minnesota State University and Alberta Agriculture

 • Economical and effective from data trial information 
available on our website

 • Can be mixed in with other products or applied over 
top of seed already treated

 • Proven registered product: Heads Up® Seed 
Treatment PMRA Reg. 29827

Available from Manitoba Dealers

GJ Chemical Co. – 204.324.8090 – Altona  •  Wesmar Farms – 204.324.4097 – Altona
All EngageAgro Dealers – Toll Free 866.613.3336 or

For more information call toll free; 1.866.368.9306 or visit www.sar-headsup.com

  Tested by Alberta Agriculture and available from the Viterra Bean Unit, Vauxhall, AB.
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many areas, making them quite good 
relative to other crops,” explains Lana 
Shaw, Manager of the South East 
Research Farm (SERF) a producer-
directed, non-profit research farm near 
Redvers, Saskatchewan. “Frost was not a 
problem this year as it has been in others 
and although we are just getting yield 
results in, they are generally higher.” 
 That sentiment is echoed by Risula, 
who reports average yields highest in the 
southeastern part of the province at 35 
to 37 bushels per acre. 
 The warm temperatures helped 
speed up maturity for some growers, 
whereas in other areas, late season 
moisture resulted in delayed maturity. 
Excessive nitrogen fertility in the soil also 
delayed nodulation and maturity in some 
areas, reducing yield. 

Saskatchewan has seen a steady 
increase in soybean production over 

the last several years, with the 2015 
acreage consistent with 2014 at around 
300,000 acres. 
 “Many growers are planting 
soybeans in place of some other pulse 
crops or maybe an oilseed crop,” says 
Provincial Special Crops Specialist Dale 
Risula with the Saskatchewan Ministry 
of Agriculture. “It is a little easier to work 
with soybeans as they do not require as 
many inputs and fungicide applications 
as some other crops. The market is often 
easy to access for soybeans as well.” 
 According to the Saskatchewan 
Crop Insurance Corporation, the most 
commonly grown varieties include 
23-10RY, 23-60RY, NSC Reston RR2Y, 
TH33003R2Y, Vito R2, and Isis RR, 

which boasts the largest acreage at 
41,000 acres. 

The 2015 Crop 
The 2015 growing season had early heat 
followed by moisture later on, which 
translated into a good soybean crop for 
many Saskatchewan growers. 
 “Soybeans benefited from some 
warmth and late season moisture in 

SOYBEANS TAKE HOLD IN 
SASKATCHEWAN
Growers giving them space in crop rotations
Lilian Schaer

Saskatchewan producers grew 300,000 acres of soybeans in 2015.

SERF is working at providing 
some of the information 
from variety trials and 
agronomy-focused projects 
underway in different parts 
of the province.

This Issue
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might take a break from soybeans for a 
year, overall we will be growing them for 
the foreseeable future,” he explains.
 A key piece of advice Leguee has for 
other Saskatchewan growers considering 
growing soybeans is focused on weed 
control, with early and thorough control 
essential to high yields.
 “We really have to be on top of 
making sure fields start clean and stay 
clean, or they will not yield,” he advises. 
“We have not had any disasters yet, 
but that is definitely one thing we have 
learned with soybeans.” 

What Lies Ahead for Soybeans 
in Saskatchewan?
For both Shaw and Risula, the key to 
continued soybean acreage expansion in 
Saskatchewan is breeding varieties more 
suited to the province’s shorter growing 
season and development of agronomic 
information specific to the Prairies. 
 “We cannot assume what works 
well in Ontario will work here, and 
with some fairly minor adaptations for 
our area we can have a reliable crop,” 
believes Shaw. “I do not think they are 
going anywhere, they are a good addition 
to our rotations.”

Soybean trial in the field. 

 

There were no notable disease or pest 
problems in the crop. “Soybeans are less 
problematic on a lot of fronts, so that 
is part of what is driving the increase in 
acres relative to wheat, canola, or peas,” 
says Shaw. 
 Overall, problems consist of 
volunteer glyphosate tolerant canola, 
which can often be tricky to manage. 

SOYBEAN FACTS
1. Soybeans are a long-

season crop and require 
warm weather to reach 
maturity

2. Soybeans grow best in 
Black soil zones

3. Soybeans tolerate 
moisture better than  
other pulses

And according to Risula, it seems there 
was a slight increase in the presence of 
sclerotinia this past year, but without 
affecting soybean quality or yield. 
 Jake Leguee is one grower who 
experienced lower soybean yields in 
2015, but he is not letting that hinder 
his commitment to the crop. Along with 
wheat, canola, peas, flax, and lentils, he 
has been growing 920 acres of soybeans 
annually on his family’s farm near 
Fillmore since 2012. 
 “They are part of our regular 
rotation now. We grow a variety of 
crops; some come and go depending 
on climate and markets, and while we 

Lilian Schaer is a professional 
agricultural writer and editor based 
near Guelph, Ontario. She can be 
reached at lilian@agrifoodprojects.ca 
or www.agrifoodprojects.ca. 

This Issue

“Soybeans can be a reliable 
crop for Saskatchewan. 
They are a good addition to 
our rotations.”
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International Year  
of Pulses

In December 2013 the pulse community 
received the monumental news that 
the United Nations (UN) would declare 
2016 the International Year of Pulses 
(IYP). The global industry immediately 
came together and began to plan the 
best ways to take advantage of this 
opportunity for pulses.
 What many people do not know is 
that those plans had started years earlier.  
 “We worked extensively for two 
years to lay the ground work at the 
UN to have the International Year of 
Pulses approved, first at the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation and then at the 
UN General Assembly,” says Robynne 
Anderson, Founder and President of 
Emerging Ag. Emerging Ag is a Calgary-
based organization that works with 
agriculture clients in the areas of issues 
management and communication 
strategies. Since the December 2013 
announcement, Anderson and her team 
have been working for the Global Pulse 
Confederation (GPC) – the global trade 
association that represents the pulse 
industry value chain and represents the 
private sector on the UN’s International 
Year of Pulses steering committee – to 
plan and execute IYP activities. GPC’s 
past President and representative on the 

GLOBAL ACTIVITIES FOR INTERNATIONAL 
YEAR OF PULSES
What lies ahead for the upcoming year
Delaney Seiferling

• Increase Food Security, Nutrition 
& Innovation by partnering with 
governments and the private 
sector to increase production and 
consumption of pulses.

• Create Awareness by establishing 
pulses as a globally-recognized food 
category.

• Address Market Access and Stability 
issues so pulses can be marketed at 
the local, regional, and international 
level, and add value across food 
supply chains.

• Contribute to Productivity and 
Environmental Sustainability by 
highlighting the important role 

pulses have to play in global 
agricultural systems and sustainable 
food production.

To be directed to more information on 
activities in each of these theme areas, 
please see the table of contents.

FOCUS AREAS FOR 2016 IYP WORK
The Global Pulse Confederation has outlined four key areas to promote the global production and consumption of pulses:
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International Year  
of Pulses

In December 2013 the pulse community received the 
monumental news that the United Nations (UN)
would declare 2016 the International Year of Pulses (IYP). 

UN International Steering Committee, 
Hakan Bahceci, played an important role 
in convening major pulse producing and 
consuming countries such as Turkey and 
Pakistan, and getting their support for 
the year. 
 “The goal was to build partnerships 
with a variety of organizations, which 
resulted in 22 different groups – from 
universities to policy think tanks – joining 
the planning process,” Anderson says. 
Some key North American players in this 
early work were Pulse Canada’s Gordon 

Delaney Seiferling is a freelance 
ag writer. She can be reached at 
delaney@dseiferling.com

UN DESIGNATED 
INTERNATIONAL 
YEARS
Since 1959, the United Nations 
has dedicated special years 
and observances to promote 
international awareness and action 
on various topics. Here’s a look at 
the past decade. 

2016 
International Year of Pulses

2015 
International Year of Soils

2014 
International Year of Family Farming

2013 
International Year of Quinoa

2012  
International Year of Sustainable 
Energy for All

2011 
International Year of Youth

2010 
International Year of Biodiversity

2009 
International Year of Natural Fibres

2008 
International Year of the Potato

2007 
International Polar Year

2006 
International Year of Deserts and 
Desertification

Bacon, the United States (U.S.) Dry Pea 
and Lentil Council’s Tim McGreevy, the 
U.S. Dry Bean Council’s Cindy Brown, 
and Saskatchewan Pulse Growers’ (SPG) 
Carl Potts and Lee Moats. SPG also 
committed financial support to these 
efforts early on. 
 The planning committee’s first 
priority was identifying key areas of focus 
and targeted outcomes to guide their 
plans. These four areas, which reflect 
the UN General Assembly motion, are 1) 
Creating awareness, 2) Market access, 
3) Food security, nutrition & innovation,  
4) Productivity & sustainability. Once 
these goals were established, planning 
and prioritizing began in each area 
and projects were executed as funding 
became available. 

 The committee has planned 
more than 100 events to take place 
globally throughout 2016, including 
11 signature events in every region of 
the world. These events have already 
begun, with the official kickoff event 
in Rome in November 2015. The 
North American launch took place on 
November 18 in New York, and the 
Canadian kickoff event, a Pulse Feast, 
will take place January 6 in Toronto, 
with some of the biggest media names 
in the country in attendance.
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S T U D I O

WE HAVE AN 
IMPRESSIVE 
HISTORY 
OF PULSE 
INNOVATIONS.
BUT IT’S THE 
FUTURE WE’RE 
FOCUSED ON.

Always read and follow label directions. 
AgSolutions is a registered trade-mark of BASF Corporation; ARES is a trade-mark, and Clearfield, ODYSSEY, and VIPER are registered trade-marks 
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benefits pulses offer in the areas of 
health, nutrition, and environmental 
sustainability. 
 Right now the branding elements 
are being used by industry stakeholders 
to promote pulses and IYP activities, but 
there are also plans underway to regulate 
the use of the logo on foods containing 
pulse ingredients.  
 “The feedback we heard from the 
food industry about the pulse logo 
was that they really wanted it to be 
valuable to consumers, as a tool to 
convey accurate and reliable information 
about the products it appears on,” Lukie 
says. Currently a team of international 
nutrition experts is working on creating 
nutritional guidelines for pulses, the 
outcome of which will be a set of criteria 
for products. To be able to use the logo 

Recognizing the tremendous 
opportunity that was presented 

when the United Nations declared 2016 
to be the International Year of Pulses 
(IYP), the global pulse industry quickly 
came together to begin making plans to 
capitalize on the momentum that 2016 
would bring. 
 One of the major opportunities 
they foresaw was in the area of creating 
awareness amongst consumers 
about what pulses are, the benefits of 
consuming them, and how to incorporate 
them into their diets.
 “This is the first time that the entire 
global pulse industry has come together 
to speak to consumers and really educate 
them about what pulses are and why 
they should be interested in them,” 
says Daria Lukie, Manager of Brand 
Development for Pulse Canada.
 Lukie is one of a large team of 
industry stakeholders from across North 
America that has been working on a 
consumer-focused campaign that will 
take place in conjunction with IYP. The 

campaign will raise awareness of pulses 
and introduce a pulse brand identity. 
 The pulse brand is designed to 
be used around the world to convey 
a unified image of pulses and their 
benefits. The objective of the pulse brand 
is to increase consumer awareness, 
while acting as one common symbol 
that represents the pulse category, 
an important step in bringing mass 
awareness to a food and ingredient 
category, Lukie says. “The pulse brand 
will be the image universally known to 
represent pulses around the world.”
 The brand will also aim to convey 
a much broader message about the 
benefits of pulses, a strategy that came 
from extensive consumer research that 
revealed North American consumers 
interests are well aligned with the 

CREATING AWARENESS THROUGH  
THE PULSE BRAND
IYP the perfect opportunity to establish a pulse symbol
Delaney Seiferling

“This is the first time that the entire global pulse industry 
has come together to really speak to consumers and really
educate them about what pulses are and why they should 
be interested in them.”

International Year  
of Pulses
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on packaging, the products must contain 
pulse ingredients that provide unique 
nutritional benefits and contribute to 
improved diet quality. This is a similar 
concept to the Whole Grains stamp, 
which is currently used to designate to 
consumers which food products contains 
authentic grain foods and therefore offer 
health benefits. 
 Plans are also underway for major 
promotional campaigns in both the 
United States and Canada, which aim 
to communicate key pulse messages 
in the areas of health, nutrition, and 
sustainability via online channels, 
advertising, and media campaigns. In 
Canada, the campaign will kick off with 
a Pulse Feast media event on January 
6 in Toronto featuring some of the 
country’s biggest media names. 
 “Our plan is to have the leading 
innovators of the Canadian food scene 
join us at the Pulse Feast to kick-off 
the International Year of Pulses,” says 

Saskatchewan Pulse Growers’ Rachel 
Kehrig, who is leading plans for the 
event. “Chef Michael Smith, the Official 
Canadian IYP Ambassador, will be 
playing host to the event, and kicking 
off the Pulse Pledge in Canada, which 
is a global social media initiative to get 
people to commit to eating more pulses 
by signing the Pledge.”
 The Canadian Pulse Feast will be 
just one of several pulse feasts taking 
place that same day all over the world. 
 In conjunction with the pulse 
brand activities (and many other pulse 
marketing campaigns taking place 
internationally), the Global Pulse 
Confederation’s committee for creating 
awareness has also developed several 
initiatives targeting consumers. One of 
the major outputs of this work is  
pulses.org, a consumer-focused 
website that launched in November. 
The site aims to answer three main 
questions: what are pulses? why should 

Delaney Seiferling is a freelance 
ag writer. She can be reached at 
delaney@dseiferling.com

I care about pulses? and, how do I use 
them? The website offers an extensive 
pulse recipe database, and feature 
resources such as grower videos, 
infographics, and health and nutrition 
tips. The committee has also developed 
educational videos on health, nutrition, 
and sustainability, as well as school 
lesson plans, and they have launched a 
global social media campaign. You can 
follow them on Twitter, Instagram, and 
Facebook under the handle  
@LovePulses. 

International Year  
of Pulses
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at the New York Academy of Sciences.  
 Other initiatives planned for 2016 
include getting pulse nutrition onto the 
agenda at some of the biggest and most 
widely attended North American health 
and nutrition conferences. 
 There are a series of events also 
being planned at a national level, with 
the same focus of getting the pulse 
and nutrition message out to not only 
consumers, but also to key influencers 
in the area of food, health, and nutrition, 
including physicians, dietitians, 
nutritionists, government, and media. 

One of the most powerful messages 
for driving production and 

consumption of pulses globally is the fact 
that pulses are packed with nutrition – 
they are high in fibre and protein, low in 
fat, and provide important vitamins and 
minerals like iron, potassium, and folate. 
 But the challenge remains that 
many people still do not know what 
pulses are, much less their nutritional 
benefits. This is a challenge that is being 
addressed by activities taking placing in 
conjunction with the 2016 International 
Year of Pulses (IYP), at both a global and 
national level.
 Globally, the Global Pulse 
Confederation has designated food 
security, nutrition, and innovation as one 
of its major areas of focus for 2016 and 
has created an 18-person committee, 
comprised of international pulse industry 

stakeholders in the areas of health 
and nutrition, to help get the nutrition 
message out. For more than a year, this 
committee has been busy planning a 
series of events and initiatives designed 
to tell the pulse nutrition story to 
audiences all over the world. 
 These events are already underway. 
In late 2015 the kickoff event – a 
conference titled Little Beans, Big 
Opportunities, which focused on 
realizing the potential of pulses to meet 
today’s global health challenges – took 
place at the prestigious Sackler Institute 

FOOD & NUTRITION SECURITY  
& INNOVATION
Getting pulse nutrition on the agenda
Delaney Seiferling

Initiatives planned for 2016 include getting pulse  
nutrition onto the agenda at some of the biggest and  
most widely attended North American health and  
nutrition conferences.

International Year  
of Pulses

Graciano Da Silva plants pulse seeds at International Year of Pulses launch in Rome.
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These initiatives include a series of 
lunch and learn events targeting existing 
and future health professionals at key 
universities in Canada that have strong 
medical, health, and nutrition programs. 
The topic of these sessions will be the 
links between pulse consumption and 
satiety, lowered cholesterol, and other 
nutritional areas. 
 “We want to provide these key 
influencers with the information they 
need to not only understand the 
research and information but also 
be able to translate that message to 
their patients and clients,” says Pulse 
Canada’s IYP Canada Coordinator, 
Madeleine Goodwin.  
 Other national plans include a 
major public relations campaign that 
aims to communicate key pulse nutrition 
messages to consumers across Canada 
through social media, traditional media, 
and advertising (for more information 
on this campaign, see pg. 24). Plans 
are well underway for a travelling pulse 
exhibit titled Pulses, the Ideal Partner, 
which will originate at the Ottawa-based 
Canadian Agriculture and Food Museum 
and will travel across the country 
throughout 2016, stopping at Crop Week 

in Saskatoon, a Calgary Stampede event, 
the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in 
Toronto, and more. The exhibit aims to 
teach Canadians about the links between 
pulses, health, and nutrition. 
 Pulse Canada has been working with 
Ag in the Classroom Canada to target 
middle- and high-school aged students 
across the country, by incorporating 
custom content into lesson plans 
focusing on pulses and nutrition, cooking 
with pulses, and pulses around the world. 
There are also plans for a national recipe 
competition in schools during Canadian 
Agriculture Literacy Week in March. 
 One other consumer group being 
targeted is lower-income households. 
Pulse Canada has been working with 
the Greater Food Bank Society to create 
programs to educate food bank users of 
the benefits of eating pulses and how to 
use them, with a focus on recipes and 
adaptations, nutritional information, 
and cost-effective strategies. “After 
contacting the Greater Food Bank 
Society we learned that pulses are an 
item often donated to food banks, but 
users often do not know what to do with 
them,” Goodwin says. 
 Finally there are plans for workshops 

Delaney Seiferling is a freelance 
ag writer. She can be reached at 
delaney@dseiferling.com
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designed to teach food ingredient 
companies how to use pulses as food 
fraction ingredients in their products. 
These workshops will take place in 
Saskatoon and Winnipeg and will be put 
on in conjunction with industry partners 
such as the Canadian International 
Grains Institute, POS BioSciences, 
and the Saskatchewan Food Industry 
Development Centre. 
 Overall these plans aim to reach 
several different audiences across the 
country that would not have access 
to this type of information anywhere 
else, a goal that supports the greater 
IYP and GPC plans of driving long-term 
production and consumption of pulses 
globally, says Goodwin. 
 “IYP is just the jumping off point to 
shaping the future of the pulse industry. It 
is a great opportunity, and platform, it is 
just one small part of the pulse story.”
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maximum residue limit (MRL) of 0.1 
parts per million (PPM) to glyphosate, a 
product that is used by Canadian lentil 
growers. The default MRL was set so low 
because at that time there was no MRL 
in place for glyphosate in the European 
Union (EU). 

 The glyphosate problem was 
eventually resolved by swift actions taken 
by the pulse industry – in 2012, both the 
EU and CODEX established glyphosate 

One of the Global Pulse 
Confederation’s (GPC) four 

thematic areas heading into the 2016 
International Year of Pulses (IYP) is 
improving market access and stability 
for the pulse trade internationally so 
that they can be marketed at the local, 
regional, and international level and add 
value across food supply chains.
 While this area has been a major 
focus within the Canadian pulse trade for 
many years already, IYP has presented 
a unique opportunity for the global 
pulse community to come together to 
acknowledge and address the problems 
that exist in this area collaboratively, 
says Gord Kurbis, Director of Market 
Access & Trade Policy for Pulse Canada.  

 “We are more powerful and 
influential as a group of international 
industry organizations representing all 
levels of the value chain, than we are on 
our own,” he explains.
 Kurbis has been at the helm of this 
work on behalf of the Canadian pulse 

industry for several years, which has 
taken significant priority especially since 
an incident in 2011 when the European 
Union applied a near-zero default 

MARKET ACCESS AND STABILITY
International Year of Pulses gives global platform to market access discussion
Delaney Seiferling

“We are more powerful and influential as a group of 
international industry organizations representing all levels of 
the value chain, than we are on our own.”
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MRLs of 10 and 5 PPM, 50-100 times 
greater than the 0.1 PPM default 
tolerance. This change underscored the 
fact that this was not an issue of food 
safety. However the incident was a stark 
reminder of the dangers of having an 
international regulation system that is not 
always up-to-date and not necessarily 
informed by scientific evidence.
 “The 2011 incident was a case 
where something that clearly was not 
a food safety risk was treated as a food 
safety risk,” Kurbis says. “Ever since 
then we have been asking where else 
gaps like that exist, that may affect 
the pulse industry’s access to markets 
and that are caused by institutional 
problems or governments having 
misaligned standards for importing/
exporting products.”
 To confuse the issue even more, 
many governments are currently moving 
away from CODEX and establishing their 
own sets of import regulations, Kurbis 
says, which often have zero or near-zero 
tolerances in place that are not based on 
scientific research. 
 “As more and more countries move 
away from CODEX we are seeing more 
and more, the importance of having 
one standard approach to importing 
standards,” Kurbis says. “MRLs are not 
a trade obstacle today, but advances in 
testing could make it possible to detect 
extremely low levels in the future – for 
example, lower than a single part per 
billion –  and we need to find a way to 
move away from zero tolerances and 
harmonize standards before we get 
there. One part per billion is equal to one 
second in 32 years, and levels like this 
have the potential to take us well past 
what is biologically significant.”
 In 2014, Pulse Canada began a 
multi-commodity project to deal with 
these growing concerns, which focuses 
on risk management, harmonizing 
international standards, addressing 
CODEX, ensuring value chains and 
importers/exporters have up-to-date 
information, and creating tools to 
identify and alleviate gaps in the current 
standards between countries. Pulse 
Canada also co-chairs a commodity 

group/government working group 
created to bring detailed industry 
concerns to the government’s attention. 
But since 2016 IYP was declared, 
an international IYP market access 
committee has also been created to 
address the same concerns from a 
global context, with the understanding 
that having a unified approach is in 
everyone’s best interest, developed and 
developing countries alike. 
 Now the international committee is 
focused on making two improvements 
that are both aimed at unimpeded 
global food trade through risk-based, 
aligned national policies. First, CODEX 
must re-establish its role as a dynamic 
and responsive global reference for 
food safety standards and food trade, 
containing science- and risk-based 
international trade policies. Second, the 
committee is starting to evaluate options 
for competent authorities in different 
countries to recognize each other’s 
tolerances or risk assessment work, 
ensuring that importing countries could 
use CODEX or another jurisdiction’s 
MRL if they do not already have a 
national MRL in place for a product.
 “If everyone did this, it would 
probably solve 90 per cent of the 
problems,” Kurbis says. 
 And while the resolution of this 
issue will be complex and will require 
more than one year’s focused work, 
IYP has provided the trade community 
a platform that it would not have 
otherwise had, Kurbis says. 
 “We see IYP as an opportunity to 
mobilise a coalition dedicated to long-
term, self-sustaining reform in this area.”

Delaney Seiferling is a freelance 
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management and climate-smart 
agriculture. Dr. Negra is currently 
conducting a global literature review 
for the committee, focused on the 
contribution of pulse crop production to 
the sustainability of agricultural systems. 

Within the Saskatchewan pulse 
community it is already widely 

known that including pulses in your 
crop rotations contributes to the overall 
sustainability of your farm. Research has 
shown that pulses have a low carbon 
footprint, are more water efficient than 
other sources of protein, and enrich the 
soils in which they are grown. 
 But how can that message be 
substantiated on a global level? And how 

can such a claim be used to grow the 
global pulse industry and influence more 
sustainable food worldwide?
 These are questions that the 
Global Pulse Confederation committee 
on productivity and environmental 
sustainability is aiming to address, as 

part of the 2016 International Year of 
Pulses (IYP). There is a focus on the 
important role pulses have to play 
in global agricultural systems and 
sustainable food production.
 “Overall, we want to showcase 
hard evidence of the fact that globally, 
pulses contribute to sustainability,” says 
committee member Denis Tremorin, who 
is also the Director of Sustainability for 
Pulse Canada.
 The main areas of focus of the 
committee, which includes some of the 
world’s leading experts in a variety of 
areas related to sustainability, includes 
plant production and breeding, crop 
research, agroecology, climate, and 
diversification of food sources for the 
developing world. The first area of 
focus is to do a global scan of existing 
scientific literature related to pulses 
and sustainability to determine what 
evidence already exists. 
 To do this, the committee brought 
on Dr. Christine Negra, a soil scientist 
and sustainable agriculture consultant 
specializing in integrated landscape 

PRODUCTIVITY & ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY
Pulses meeting the needs of today’s growing world
Delaney Seiferling
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The overall goal of the work, which will 
be completed late 2015, is to provide a 
substantive evidence base regarding the 
contribution of pulse crop production to 
international sustainability goals. 
 “This study has reviewed and 
synthesized relevant scientific literature 
and identified evidence-based messages 
regarding the contributions of pulses to 
agroecosystem sustainability,” Dr. Negra 
says. “We hope to raise awareness about 
the potential of pulses to address global 
sustainability issues and to catalyze 
action amongst key IYP audience groups.” 
 The second area of focus is to 
demonstrate that pulses contribute 
to the sustainability of a region as a 
whole. A white paper focused on two 
case studies is being developed to 
demonstrate how the economic, social, 
and environmental conditions of a region 
have been impacted by pulse production. 
Saskatchewan’s pulse production will be 
highlighted as one of the case studies, 

Delaney Seiferling is a freelance 
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which will be contrasted by pulse 
production in a developing country. 
 “The problem with existing research 
is that it is so disparate and the subject 
matter is so broad,” Tremorin says. “Case 
studies are a great way to demonstrate 
that pulse production can have a positive 
impact in all of these different areas of 
sustainability.”
 Part of the challenge is that the 
definition of the term sustainable is 
so broad to begin with. For example, 
consider the United Nations’ (UN) 
definition of the term, “To be sustainable, 
agriculture must meet the needs of 
present and future generations for its 
products and services, while ensuring 
profitability, environmental health, 
and social and economic equity.” 
Furthermore, the UN has outlined 
17 goals to achieve sustainable 
development in the world, which 
range from factors such as improving 
environmental inputs, ending hunger and 

poverty, addressing global food security 
and climate change, promoting peace, 
and more.  
 In light of all this complexity, the 
committee is focused on coming up 
with scientifically-sound but simple 
information around the sustainability  
of pulses.
 “The idea of sustainability has been 
an easy sell to certain audiences already 
but now we want to get this message to 
the other audiences,” Tremorin says. “We 
are focused on helping to build evidence 
that will bring credibility to these 
messages, crafting these messages, and 
bringing new people to the table to have 
the sustainability discussion.”

Trait Stewardship Responsibilities Notice to Farmers
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explains Kehrig. “We need to continue 
to familiarize the word pulses, and let 
people know that foods they are already 
eating such as lentils, chickpeas, and 
peas, are actually called pulses.”
 The American Dietitians 
Association Conference in Nashville, 
Tennessee was the first event where 
IYP took a leading focus. “FNCE is one 
of the most significant events we take 
part in each year,” says Amber Johnson, 
SPG’s Manager of Market Promotion.  
Over 10,000 Registered Dietitians 
attended this year’s event. “As part 
of the Canadian Lentils exhibit at the 
event, we featured an IYP interactive 
station with iPads loaded with short 

With 2016 and the International 
Year of Pulses (IYP) on the 

horizon, the Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers (SPG), under their promotional 
brand Canadian Lentils, began to 
leverage the interest the year generates 
during the fall event season.
 With three events happening in 
October, Saskatchewan Pulse Growers’ 
staff was kept busy as they worked to 
promote IYP at the American Dietitians 
Association’s Food and Nutrition 
Conference and Expo (FNCE), the 
Blissdom Blogger Conference, and the 
Food Bloggers of Canada conference. 
 “Each of these events were 
right on the cusp of the launch of the 
International Year launch,” says Rachel 
Kehrig, Director of Communications 
and Market Promotion with SPG. The 
official launch of the United Nations 
International Year of Pulses was on 

November 10, 2015 in Rome, Italy. “As 
Canadian Lentils, we wanted to ensure 
that we did not miss an opportunity 
to talk about the Year to some key 
consumer influencer audiences, even if a 
little ahead of the official launch, as they 
are going to play a major role in helping 
the pulse industry reach the consumer 
audience with our IYP messaging.”
 Already an established brand at 
each of these three events, Canadian 
Lentils had to be sure to provide the 
linkage from lentils to pulses to the 
audience, by communicating that lentils 
are in fact a pulse crop. “Pulse is still an 
unfamiliar word amongst the audiences 
we target under Canadian Lentils brand,” 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PULSES 
PROMOTION TAKES SHAPE
Canadian Lentils promotes IYP at fall events
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers Staff 

Canadian Lentils used their presence at fall events to leverage the International Year of Pulses messaging.

“We need to continue to familiarize the word pulses, and 
let people know that foods they are already eating such as 
lentils, chickpeas, and peas, are actually called pulses.”

International Year  
of Pulses
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videos on the role pulses play in health, 
nutrition, and sustainability. This gave 
attendees an opportunity to hear the 
industry’s key messages for IYP, in a 
visually engaging way.”
  The focus on pulses and the 
International Year took a less traditional 
look compared to a tradeshow exhibit at 
the fall blogger focused events. “When 
looking to attract the attention of food 
bloggers, it is about introducing them 
to new concepts and tastes when it 
comes to food,” Johnson states. “We 
provided them with context about 
the International Year and why it is 
important, but we also made a conscious 
effort to take a step back and let the 

delectable pulse food do the talking.” 
Something Johnson believes is easy to 
do when the food is as delicious as a 
roast beet and lentil bruschetta or collard 
greens with chickpeas and smoked 
bacon, both of which were served at the 
blogger events in October. 
 “It is a really unique and fun 
experience opening up audiences to new 
ideas, and new ways to eat more pulses,” 
says Kehrig. “The key influencer groups 
(chefs, dietitians, bloggers, and media) 
we are promoting lentils and other pulses 

FIVE THINGS TO KNOW
About International Year of Pulse

1. The United Nations declared 
2016 the International Year of 
Pulses to promote international 
awareness of pulses and 
increase recognition of their 
attributes and sustainability 
benefits.

2. Lentils are a pulse crop! In 
addition to lentil, other pulse 
crops grown in Canada include 
peas, chickpeas, beans, and faba 
beans.

3. Canada is one of the world’s 
largest producers of pulses.

4. Pulses are a staple in diets 
around the world because they 
are a low-fat source of protein, 
are a high source of fibre, and 
contain important vitamins and 
minerals like iron, potassium, 
and folate.

5. To learn more about the 
International Year of Pulses and 
for recipe ideas visit  
www.pulses.org or  
www.lentils.ca

Celebrate the International Year of 
Pulses by tweeting along with us 
using the hashtag #LovePulses

to are always open to trying something 
new, especially when it has the breadth 
of health and sustainability benefits 
pulses do.’’
 Kehrig’s favourite moments are 
when someone states that they did 
not think they liked pulses, after clearly 
enjoying a new pulse food. “You can 
see their eyes being opened up to new 
possibilities and ways to eat more 
pulses,” she describes. “And the genuine 
surprise in their eyes never gets old.”

Making the pulse connection with consumers at the American Dieticians Association Conference. 

Tasty pulse treats helped to spread the IYP message at Food Bloggers of Canada.

International Year  
of Pulses
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LEAD THE WAY
WITH AGTIV™
DUAL-INOCULANT 
TECHNOLOGY

PTAGTIV.COM
info@ptagtiv.com

1 866 454-5867
418 867-8883
418 867-3999

You work hard in your fields, AGTIV™ works hard in 
your soil to help you lead the way by providing:

YIELDS YOU CAN COUNT ON
INCREASED CROP PRODUCTIVITY
BIGGER PROFITS

ACT NOW! PTAGTIV.COMContact your local retailer or call 1 866 454-5867

IS NOW

DUAL INOCULANT FOR:

 BETTER PHOSPHORUS UPTAKE
 IMPROVED NITROGEN FIXATION 
 BIGGER NUTRIENT ABSORPTION 
 AREA USING THE MYCORRHIZAL NETWORK

MYCORRHIZAE          RHIZOBIUMA POWERFUL COMBINATION

Supported by:
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business,” says Hebert. All of these 
pieces are part of building a farm plan 
that is achievable. 
 You can catch Kristjan Hebert’s 
presentation at CropSphere on Tuesday, 
January 12, 2016 in the Grand Salon from 
3:45 to 4:45 PM.

Preparations are in high gear for the 
third year of CropSphere taking place 

at TCU Place in Saskatoon January 12 & 
13, 2016. This year’s event boasts even 
more concurrent sessions, aimed at 
getting the latest agronomic information 
out to the growers in attendance.
 There are three keynote 
presentations in the program this year, 
including Kristjan Hebert, a chartered 

accountant and Chairman with Global 
Ag Risk Solutions. He will be bringing a 
simple, straightforward presentation to 
conference attendees on taking small 
steps to bigger profits on the farm. 

 “The presentation has a practical 
message,” says Hebert. “Why should we 
settle for good or average in agriculture? 
I talk about ways to break down the 
business of agriculture into small 
increments. By making logical, small 
improvements to the way we farm, we 
can see significant gains.”
 The basis of Hebert’s presentation 
comes from Jim Collins’ book Good to 
Great – examining the business culture 
that takes companies from good 
(average) to great performers. Hebert 
has noted that often it is not part of the 
culture to understand the business of 
agriculture, but if farmers do, they could 
identify significant gains that could be 
made on their farm, by making some 
simple tweaks. 
 “I look at the business of agriculture 
through a different lens and I teach 
people to reframe the question when 
they encounter a challenge in their 

GET TO KNOW A CROPSPHERE KEYNOTE
Kristjan Hebert shares small steps to bigger farm profits

Saskatchewan farmer Kristjan Hebert will present at CropSphere 2016.

“By making logical, small 
improvements to the 
way we farm, we can see 
significant gains.”

Register online at cropsphere.
com before January 4, 2016 
to take advantage of the 
$200 registration rate. After 
January 4, registration fees 
will go up to $250.

One-day registrations 
are also available now at 
cropsphere.com or at the 
event for a cost of $150.
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EARLIER

NSC Watson RR2Y has created a new horizon for soybeans in 
Western Canada. It is the earliest maturing soybean variety on 

the market with 2225 heat units, so if you were skeptical before, 
it’s now elementary!

At NorthStar Genetics, we know beans.

www.northstargenetics.com

© NorthStar Genetics 2015

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Roundup Ready® crops contain genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup® brand 
agricultural herbicides. Roundup® brand agricultural herbicides will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate. Genuity and Design®, Genuity Icons, Genuity®, Roundup Ready 2 Yield®, 
Roundup Ready®, Roundup WeatherMAX®, and Roundup® are trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC, Monsanto Canada, Inc. licensee. Respect the Refuge and Design is a registered 
trademark of the Canadian Seed Trade Association. Used under license. ©2012 Monsanto Canada, Inc.

The perfect soybean for Saskatchewan! 

NSC Watson RR2Y
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We may be in the grips of winter, 
but spring planting will be right 

around the corner. Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers (SPG) is uniting with the 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 
(Sask Ag) again this February to host 
the 2016 Winter Pulse Meetings, from 
February 1-4, 2016 in North Battleford, 
Rosetown, Swift Current, and Regina. 
The meetings are a great opportunity 
to hear experts share the most relevant 
information on pulse crop production.
 “The regional meetings are great 
because Sask Ag has a great partnership 
with SPG. We are on the same page 
when it comes to the most important 
pulse information we want to reach 
people in the province,” says Shannon 
Chant, Regional Crops Specialist with 
Sask Ag. 
 As in previous years, the content 
at each location will be targeted directly 
to the local area growing regions. The 

agenda will feature presentations from 
Sask Ag’s Regional Crop Specialists 
in each location talking about local 
pulse production concerns. These 
presentations will be followed by a 
panel to discuss production issues in 
the area. There will also be experts 
from the University of Saskatchewan 
presenting on weed control in pulses 
and soil fertility, and plant breeders from 
the Crop Development Centre will share 
information on the pulse varieties. The 
day will be capped off with a market 
outlook by Marlene Boersch from 
Mercantile Consulting Venture Inc. 
 “If you want to get more 
information, the main point of contact 
is Ag Knowledge Centre. We ask that 
you register through them by calling 
1-866-457-2377 as well,” says Chant. 
Additional information can be found on 
saskpulse.com.

RAMPING UP FOR REGIONAL  
MEETINGS 2016
What can growers expect from the agenda in February

DATES AND 
LOCATIONS
February 1, 2016 –  
North Battleford, SK  
(Dekker Centre)

February 2, 2016 –  
Rosetown, SK  
(Rosetown District Civic Centre)

February 3, 2016 –  
Swift Current, SK  
(Stockade Building)

February 4, 2016 –  
Regina, SK (Evraz Building, 
Queensbury Downs, Salon B)

AGENDA
8:30 AM Trade Show Opens

9:05 AM Opening Remarks  
and Introductions

9:15 AM Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers Update – Carl Potts

9:30 AM Variety Update – Crop 
Development Centre Breeders

10:30 AM Networking and 
Refreshment Break

11:15 AM Weed Control –  
Eric Johnson/Clark Brenzil

11:45 AM Lunch

12:45 PM Soil Fertility –  
Jeff Schoenau/Tom King

1:30  PM Local Pulse Production 
Concerns 

1:45 PM Pulse Production Panel

2:15 PM Networking and 
Refreshment Break

2:30 PM Market Outlook – 
Marlene Boersch

3:30 PM Closing Remarks
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SPG Board 
of Directors 
Profile
Jean Harrington 
Jean joined the 
SPG Board of 
Directors in 2014. 
Jean and her 

husband John crop 7,400 acres as part 
of a family farm operation in the Glenside 
area. Pulses and specialty crops generally 
make up one-third of their rotation, 
with canola and wheat rounding out the 
balance. Jean has served on various local 
boards as well as being on the founding 
board of the Saskatchewan Women’s 
Agriculture Network.  Marketing crops 
on the family farm turned into a business 
for her in 2001 when she founded Prairie 
Farm Brokerage. The business operated 
as a full service brokerage until 2012 
when it began to function as a consulting 
firm for ag marketing. Since then Jean 
has been a market consultant for a 
small group of clients. Jean previously 
served on the Pulse Canada Board and 
was SPG’s representative to a producer 
association coalition tasked with 
preparing a joint submission for the 
Canada Transportation Act Review. Jean 
currently serves on the Canadian 
Grain Commission Western Standards 
Committee and the board of Soy Canada.

Feed Benchmark Reports
Saskatchewan and Alberta Pulse 
Growers continue to pull together 
information and estimates for the 
feeding values of dry pea and faba bean 
in Western Canada. For the latest feed 
prices for Saskatchewan, Alberta, and 
Manitoba visit the Markets section of 
www.saskpulse.com. 

SPG at Agribition’s Grain Expo
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers (SPG) 
participated in the Grain Expo during 
Agribition in Regina November 23 – 24. 
In its third year, the Grain Expo is an 
opportunity for growers to hear guest 
speakers address issues in the grain 
industry and to see the latest technology. 

 As an event sponsor SPG invited 
Faye Dokken-Bouchard, Provincial 
Specialist, Plant Disease, Scott Hartley, 
Provincial Specialist, Insect/Vertebrate 
Pest Management, and Clark Brenzil, 
Provincial Specialist, Weed Control from 
the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 
to speak on weed control and managing 
herbicide resistance in pulses, root rot 
and seed treatments, and pests such as 
aphids, pea leaf weevil, grasshoppers and 
others seen recently in pulse crops in 
Saskatchewan.  

Saskatchewan Pulse Growers Annual 
General Meeting
January 11, 2016 Saskatoon
The SPG annual general meeting will be 
held Monday, January 11, 2016 at TCU 
Place in Saskatoon (35 - 22nd St. E, 
Saskatoon, SK) from 4:45 to 5:45 PM.

AGM Agenda
1. Adoption of Agenda 
2. Introduction of the Board 
3. Approval of Minutes from Last 

Annual General Meeting  
(January 12, 2015) 

4. Business Arising from the Minutes 
5. Report from the Organization 
6. Presentation of the Audited Financial 

Statements 
7. Appointment of the Auditor for 

2015/16 
8. Resolutions 

Notice of Received Resolution
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers received 
one resolution that met the requirements 
to be added to the AGM agenda. 

Received Resolution 
Whereas the Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers check-off is the only provincial 
grain levy that is not refundable,
 Whereas a refundable levy helps to 
ensure directors are accountable to the 
members,
 Whereas individual farmers should 
have the right to determine the best use 
of their dollars,

ON POINT

Upcoming Events

Recurring

 Be it resolved that the Board of 
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers ask 
the provincial government to amend 
its regulations to make its check-off 
refundable. 
 
 Resolutions received during the AGM 
Resolutions may still be added to the AGM 
agenda by a two-third vote of registered 
producers present at the AGM to agree to 
add a resolution to the agenda. 

CropSphere 
January 12 & 13, 2016, Saskatoon
CropSphere 2016 will bring together the 
brightest minds in agronomy, research, 
innovation, economics, and business. 
Keynote presenters this year include 
economist Jeff Rubin, technology 
expert Jesse Hirsh, and local farmer and 
accountant Kristjan Hebert. You can still 
register for this event online until January 
4, 2016 for $200 at www.cropsphere.com. 
After January 4 you can register at the 
door for $250. 
 CropSphere is brought to you by 
the Saskatchewan Wheat Development 
Commission, Saskatchewan 
Canola Development Commission, 
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, the 
Saskatchewan Oat Development 
Commission, the Saskatchewan Flax 
Development Commission, and the 
Saskatchewan Barley Development 
Commission. 

Crop Production Show
January 11-14, 2016, Saskatoon
Come visit Saskatchewan Pulse Growers 
(SPG) at booth B 73 during the Crop 
Production Show January 11 to 14, 2016 
at Prairieland Park in Saskatoon. With 
2016 declared the International Year 
of Pulses by the United Nations, SPG’s 
booth will feature a traveling pulse 
exhibition from the Canada Agriculture 
and Food Museum. For more information 
on the Crop Production Show, visit:  
www.cropproductiononline.com.  

Select Seed Grower Meeting
January 14, 2016, Saskatoon
 Saskatchewan Pulse Growers will 
be hosting Select status seed growers 
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on January 14, 2016 at the Saskatoon 
Inn. Registration begins at 1:00 PM at 
the Saskatchewan A ballroom, and the 
meeting will be from 1:30 – 4:30 PM. For 
more information on this meeting and 
other events, visit saskpulse.com.

FarmTech 2016
January 26-28, 2016, Edmonton
FarmTech is Alberta’s premier crop 
production and farm management 
conference. This year’s conference will 
be held at the Edmonton EXPO Centre at 
Northlands. To find out more about this 
year’s event, visit:  
farmtechconference.com.

SPG 2016 Regional Meetings
February 1-4, 2016
The winter regional meetings will be 
held February 1-4, 2016 in the following 
locations: 
• Monday, February 1 - North Battleford 

(Dekker Centre)
• Tuesday, February 2 - Rosetown 

(Rosetown and District Civic Centre)
• Wednesday, February 3 - Swift Current 

(Stockade Building, Exhibition Grounds)
• Thursday, February 4 - Regina (Salon 

BC, Queensbury Downs, Evraz Place)
To find out more about topics and 
speakers for this year’s event, visit the 
Events page at saskpulse.com. 

CropConnect Conference 2015
February 10 & 11, 2016, Winnipeg 
The CropConnect Conference will run 
for two days, offering a wide range 
of speakers, access to crop specific 
information, a tradeshow, and more. 
To find out more about the conference, 
visit: cropconnectconference.ca.

WATCH FOR SPG’S ANNUAL REPORT

FOR RECENT NEWS ON THE PULSE INDUSTRY, 
VISIT THE SPG WEBSITE AT SASKPULSE.COM.
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What crops do you grow?
I grow red lentils, canola, and durum. I 
have only grown red lentils the last three 
years, but my father started growing 
lentils 36 years ago. He started with 
Chilean lentils, then Laird lentils, then 
with small greens; they were his second 
pulse crop after peas. In fact, he was one 
of the first guys in the neighbourhood to 
start growing them. 
 This year the farm grew 2,200 acres 
of red lentils, and I had a half-section 
of my own red lentils. We are currently 
experimenting with faba beans and 
soybeans as well. 

What benefits have you 
noticed by adding lentils as 
part of your rotation?
Lentils offer a nice break from some 
of the high inputs that other crops 
sometimes demand. They are easy to 
incorporate into our rotations, and simple 
to plan around. I like the nitrogen fixing 
abilities of lentils, and what they put back 
into the soil. We are working with our 

local agronomist to find different options 
to maximize lentils with our durum 
rotations. We really noticed how hardy 
our lentils were this summer, considering 
how little moisture we received. 
 We would like to have more pulse 
options available in the future should 
Aphanomyces continue to be a problem.

What has been your experience 
with growing lentils?
Red lentils are our most profitable crop. 
It does not cost a lot to put in lentils and 
they net us the most income. We have 
always been able to rely on our lentil 
crop, but two years ago we encountered 
Aphanomyces. That is why we are 
experimenting with other pulse crop 
options so that we have a backup if we 
need it.  

Are there things that you think 
are limiting lentil acres grown 
in Saskatchewan? 
It seems like a lot of growers are afraid of 
Aphanomyces, and so they do not want 

to take the risk to grow pulses. For us, 
we looked at seed treatments for our 
lentils to help battle that, and we think it 
is a worthwhile investment. For growers 
new to growing pulses it may seem cost 
prohibitive. 

What future do pulses have in 
Saskatchewan? 
Lentils have a good history of growth 
in Saskatchewan. They are a crop that 
pays the bills, and a crop that producers 
should feel good planting. As a grower 
that is concerned about health, it feels 
good to grow something that is healthy 
for people to consume; I like that I can 
grow this crop, but that I can also grab a 
bag of lentils, clean them out, and then 
cook with them immediately. 

PULSE GROWER PROFILE
Mary Jane Duncan, Regina, Saskatchewan

Profile
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ANNUAL  
GENERAL 
MEETING

saskpulse.com   @saskpulse

1. Introduction of the Board & Staff 

2. Approval of Minutes from Last Annual 
General Meeting (January 12, 2015) 

3. Business Arising from the Minutes 

4. Report from the Organization  

5. Presentation of the Audited  
Financial Statements 

6. Appointment of Auditor for 2015/16 

7. Declaration of Election Results 

8. Resolutions

RECEIVED RESOLUTION 

Saskatchewan Pulse Growers received one resolution that met the requirements to be  
added to the AGM agenda. 

Resolutions may still be added to the AGM agenda by a two-third vote of registered producers 
present at the AGM to agree to add a resolution to the agenda.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

NOTICE OF RECEIVED RESOLUTION

RESOLUTIONS RECEIVED DURING THE AGM

Whereas the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers check-off is the only provincial grain levy that is  
not refundable,

Whereas a refundable levy helps to ensure directors are accountable to the members,

Whereas individual farmers should have the right to determine the best use of their dollars,

Be it resolved that the Board of Saskatchewan Pulse Growers ask the provincial government 
to amend its regulations to make its check-off refundable. 

Monday, January 11, 2016
TCU PLACE, Saskatoon, SK 4:45 PM
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Pulse Raising.

With improved phosphate availability and increased nitrogen fixation, TagTeam® inoculant improves 
yield potential.* Give your pulse crops the boost they need. TagTeam® dual action performance –  
it’s pulse raising. 

See your local retailer today, or visit useTagTeam.ca.

Nature. It’s powerful technology.

TagTeam®

Raise your Pulse with N and P.

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS 
*115 independent large-plot trials in Canada between 1997 and 2012 showed an average yield increase of 8% over nitrogen only single-action inoculants. Individual results may 
vary, and performance may vary from location to location and from year to year. This result may not be an indicator of results you may obtain as local growing, soil and weather 
conditions may vary. Growers should evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible. TagTeam® and Monsanto BioAg and Design™ are trademarks of 
Monsanto Technology LLC, Monsanto Canada Inc, licensee.  
© 2015 Monsanto Canada Inc.  1472-1  09.15


