
Soybeans
Brett Mclean, 28, grew up farming 
pulses in the area of Eston, SK. Helping 
his dad on the farm throughout high 
school, Brett remembers growing pulses 
on his land over 10 years ago, and 
estimates his dad has been including 
them as part of the crop rotation on 
their family farm for over 30 years, 
due to their margins and their part in a 
sustainable cropping rotation.
  In the 2014 growing season, Brett 
planted soybeans for the first time on 
his farm. “On the farm we always include 
a pulse crop as part of our rotation. 

Typically it is red lentils,” he explains, ”but 
this year we were looking for a different 
pulse option, something that would help 
us break out of the disease cycle we had 
found with red lentils, specifically related 
to Ascochyta. It seemed like soybeans 
would be a good option in this instance.”
 Moosomin, the variety of soybean 
planted on the Mclean farm, showed 
strong potential until the crop was 
lost, damaged by an early September 
frost. “We waited until the ground 
temperature was above 10 degrees, 
which was not until mid-May, a bit late 
for our area. This resulted in a later 

harvest that ultimately hindered our 
success,” Mclean says. “But up until the 
frost, the field we had was a beauty, 
with little-to-no concerns leading up  
to harvest.”
  Mclean described the field as 
thick and clean, with the latter being 
something he believes was a result of 
the Roundup Ready variety. “What we 
did manage to get in the bin looks good, 
but unfortunately as a result of the frost, 
there were times the yield monitor was 
at zero,” he recalls. “I think we finished 
with 13-15 bushels per acre (bu/ac) by 
the end.”
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 While his first venture 
into soybeans suffered some 
disappointments, Mclean has not ruled 
out soybeans in the future. “We will 
not likely be planting them again this 
next crop season, but we do see it as 
a good alternative pulse crop option 
for our area down the road, once 
advancements have been made related 
to early-maturing varieties, which will 
make soybeans even better suited for 
Saskatchewan cropping systems.”
 
Faba beans
When Corey Loessin of Radisson, SK 
was determining what crops he would 
plant in the spring of 2014, there was 
one factor that plagued his mind – the 
abnormally high moisture levels his area 
has experienced the last seven years. 
Looking for a crop that would be better 
suited to the wet conditions, and with 
an interest in exploring new crop options 
for Saskatchewan soils, Loessin planted 
faba beans for the first time. 
 “I was looking for a pulse crop 
option that would do better in the 
cool/moist conditions we have been 
experiencing on the farm. Peas and 
lentils do not typically perform well with 
high soil moisture, something I have 
demonstrated a few times myself,” 
Loessin laughs.
  For his first time growing faba 
beans, Loessin planted half of a field to 
faba beans and the other half to peas, 
so he could compare the crops himself.  
The results were in line with what he 
had expected. “There was a clear line in 
the field where the faba beans thrived 
and the peas had drowned in the excess 
moisture,” he says.
  Experiencing yields of close to  
100 bu/ac, something he quickly notes 
as beginners luck, Loessin believes that 
in a more regular crop year, a 40-50 bu/
ac crop would be normal, keeping faba 
beans competitive with peas. “Some 
potential issues that will need to be 
addressed in the future for faba beans is 
the development of insect management 
programs, particularly with the threat of 
lygus bugs,” he notes. “Weed control is 
not an issue for faba beans right now, as 
there are a number of approved options 

available to growers.”
  Loessin did experience some 
challenges related to faba beans, 
particularly this spring when it was time 
for seeding. “The biggest hiccup was 
getting the seed to flow through the 
drill,” he recalls. “We had considerable 
plugging in the secondary manifolds that 
slowed down progress, and ultimately 
resulted in us seeding less acres to faba 
beans than we had planned because of 
a lack of patience. However after seeing 
the way the crop turned out, I wish I had 
not changed plans so quickly.”
  He explained that he had heard that 
seeding at half the rate and going over 
the field twice was an option to help 
with plugging, but Loessin believes that 

development of new small-seeded  
faba bean varieties will help in this area 
as well.
  What excites Loessin about faba 
beans is the potential they hold to be 
a pulse crop option for growers and 
fields that currently do not have one. In 
addition to addressing fields with high 
moisture, he explains that you do not 
have to cut faba beans as low to the 
ground as you do with peas and lentils, 
making it a good option for fields with 
some stones or uneven ground.
  Loessin looks forward to growing 
faba beans as part of his crop rotation 
in the future, “I am always looking to 
expand my crop options as part of the 
farm’s sustainable production strategy.”

Corey Loessin with a sample of his faba bean crop


