
AGR1513: Evaluating Inoculant Options for Faba Beans 
 
The objective of this study is to determine the effects of two inoculants at different rates and in 

combination on faba bean grown in various soil/climatic zones of Saskatchewan. Two faba bean 

varieties, CDC Snowdrop (zero tannin) and FB9-4 (tannin), were evaluated with two rhizobia inoculants, 

a peat based seed applied “Nodulator®” formulation (provider BASF) and granular in-furrow “TagTeam®” 

formulation (provider Monsanto BioAg). Inoculants were applied at three rates of the granular 

formulation (0.5, one, and two times recommended application rate), with and without peat seed inoculant. 

The peat seed inoculant was also applied to each variety as a solo application. Trials were established at 
Wheatland Conservation Area Inc. (WCA, Swift Current), Western Applied Research Corporation (WARC, 
Scott), Indian Head Research Foundation (IHARF, Indian Head), Northeast Agriculture Research 
Foundation (NARF, Melfort), East Central Research Foundation (ECRF, Yorkton), Southeast Agriculture 

Research Foundation (SERF, Redvers), and the Irrigation Crop Diversification Corporation (ICDC, Outlook).  

The trial was established in a randomized block design with four replications.  
This study was initiated in 2015 and was negatively impacted by seed equipment plugging associated 
with the FB9-4 variety. The seed size of the FB9-4 (seed weight = 805 gm/1000 seed) resulted in 
numerous trial locations having reduced seedling establishment. Often plugging resulted in the 
establishment of micro-plots, or plots of fewer seeded rows being available for harvest. It cannot be 
discounted that variation in plot sizes within a trial may have resulted in error of agronomic parameters 
measured. It was further feared that the granular inoculant may have been compromised and its 

efficacy reduced as it was centrally sourced, repackaged, and shipped to all locations. Consequently, it is 

deemed that the 2015 season trial results should not be used to make any conclusions and need to be 
evaluated in comparison to results obtained in future years of the study. Identified sources of potential 
error will be eliminated by changing the tannin variety FB9-4 to the smaller seeded tannin variety CDC 
SSNS-1 and by having each site location sources their inoculant requirements. 




