
 

 
 

 

 

Soybeans in 2016 – A Season of Success 
 
By Glenda Clezy, Agronomy Specialist, Saskatchewan Pulse Growers 
 
Soybeans were seeded on 221,690 acres in Saskatchewan in 2016 according to total Statistics Canada seeded 
acres. Reported yields were high across Saskatchewan with estimated average yields over 30 bushels per acre 
(bu/ac). There were reports of soybean yields coming off at over 60 bu/ac in both the northern and southern 
parts of Saskatchewan. Most growers indicate that 30 bu/ac is the point that they need to reach to make 
soybeans an economical crop to include in their rotations. For now, soybeans have been considered a relatively 
low input crop for growers, and with the warm spring late August rains and later than average first frost in 
2016, soybeans performed well.   
 
Success in 2016 may be related to: 

1. Planting into warm moist soil as a result of early spring and abnormally high temperatures 

2. Abundant moisture in August during critical pod fill stage 

3. Delay in killing fall frost date compared to long-term average in all areas in SK 

4. Proper variety selection based on maturity groupings for area grown 

5. Proper inoculation with seed applied combined with in-furrow inoculants for maximizing nitrogen-

fixation 

6. Selection of fields with sufficient fertility 

7. Good early weed control from emergence to V3 (third trifoliate leaf) stage using pre-seed or pre-

emergence herbicides  

Typically disease and insects have not played a major factor in limiting yield in soybean in Saskatchewan. With 
the wetter conditions in 2016, some growers noticed patches of white mould. If weather conditions are 
conducive to sclerotinia development, the value of a fungicide application may be considered. A few foliar 
diseases such as bacterial blight were noticed in soybean fields, however the severity of the disease was not 
significant enough to result in yield loss. Minimal insect pressures were noticed across soybean fields this past 
season. 
 
For those growers who tried soybeans in 2016, it seems that overall they had success. There is concern that too 
much success means soybean acres may see a larger than recommended growth in some higher risk areas. One 
of the most important factors to consider if you are thinking about trying soybeans in 2017 is variety selection. 
Understand your risk level to select the variety and the number of acres you would like to plant. Soybean 
varieties are classified based on maturity groups. The seed supplier will indicate a maturity group for each 
variety. Be aware that the order of increasing maturity does tend to be consistent by company, but the 
maturity groups are not necessarily comparable across companies. Work with your local agronomists, seed 
suppliers, and those in your area that have tried soybeans to best understand which varieties will perform well 
in terms of yield and maturity for your area.   
 
As a new crop in Saskatchewan, the research and agronomic knowledge for best recommended practices is still 
being developed. New soybean research projects are ongoing and working to provide the best soybean 
recommendations to Saskatchewan growers.  


