
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Faba Bean Pest Monitoring 101 
 

Adapted from the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture website www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca  

Diseases  

Faba bean is subject to a number of diseases that can reduce yield and quality.  
 
Chocolate spot is caused by Botrytis fabae and Botrytis cinerea and can be residue-borne or seed-borne. It 
begins as small grey-brown spots on only one side of the leaf. Lesions spread and can cover the entire leaf, or 
be on the stems and pods. This disease is very aggressive and can spread rapidly under warm, humid 
conditions. 
 
Ascochyta leaf and pod spot is caused by Ascochyta fabae. It is a seed and residue-borne disease which causes 
stem, leaf, and pod spotting. In severe infections, seeds developing in the pods become discoloured and 
shriveled. This disease begins as small grey-brown spots visible on both sides of the leaf. Lesions spread with 
internal rings and have fruiting bodies (pycnidia) in the centre, and the centre will eventually drop out. Lesions 
on the pod can go through to the seed causing severe discoloration. 
 
Sclerotinia stem rot may become a problem in faba bean and is same pathogen that infects canola, pea, and 
many other crops. Upon infection a soft rot of leaves, stems, and pods develops and under humid conditions 
white mycelium is present on the surface of the rotting tissue. Under drier conditions infected portions of the 
plant appear bleached and break or shred easily. Sclerotia or black bodies develop inside infected stems and 
pods.  
 
Bean yellow mosaic virus (BYMV) can result in leaves with a mosaic pattern of light and dark green areas with 
rolled or cupped leaf edges. The virus overwinters in perennial species and is transmitted to faba bean by 
aphids. This virus has not been identified in Western Canada to date but is one to watch for as more acres are 
grown.  
 
Other plant diseases of minor importance that have been reported on faba bean are: rust (Uromyces fabae), 
Anthracnose (Colletotrichum truncatum), Alternaria leaf spot (Alternaria alternata), aster yellows, and 
powdery mildew (Microsphaera penicillata var. ludens).   
 
Field scouting is important. Check at least 10 plants across a minimum of 10 locations and look at the whole 
plant. Warm, humid canopy, plus the presence of disease to the top of the canopy, and rain in the forecast, is 
the highest risk for disease development.   
 
Fungicide applications should be made at the beginning of flowering or the onset of disease symptoms. Apply a 
second application 10-14 days later if the disease persists, or weather conditions are favourable for disease 
development.   
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For information on fungicides, consult the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture’s 2015 Guide to Crop 
Protection. Information on diseases adapted from Diseases in Field Crops of Canada, 3rd Edition, by Bailey, 
Gossen, Gugel, and Morrall. 

 
Insects  
 
Grasshoppers can be a major insect pest to faba bean. Grasshoppers will selectively consume faba bean plants 
in areas where other crops are present. No economic thresholds have been established for faba bean. If control 
is needed, optimal timing is when nymphs are at the third instar stage.  

 
Lygus bugs can cause quality loss in faba bean, as they will move 
into the crop after other crops have matured and feed by using their 
sucking mouth parts to make pin holes in the seed coat.  The 
tolerance for lygus bug damage for No. 1 grade is <1%. 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Lygus bug on faba bean leaf and damage on seed. 
 
Pea leaf weevil (Sitona lineatus) adults feed on faba bean leaves in late May to early 
June, leaving the notched appearance of the leaves (Figure 2). The adults lay their 
eggs at the base of the plant where emerging larvae feed on the nitrogen fixing 
nodules underground. Larvae pupate in the soil and then emerge to feed on leaves 
until late summer. Adults overwinter in field margins or in alfalfa. The action 
threshold for control in pea field is 30 per cent of seedlings with damage on terminal 
leaf. No economic thresholds for pea leaf weevil in faba bean have been established. 

 
Pea aphids can also be a concern as they weaken plants by sucking sap and can be  
responsible for transmitting viral diseases. There are no products registered for 
control of aphids in faba bean and no economic thresholds have been established.  
 
Three species of caragana or blister beetle (Figure 3) will attack faba bean. Blister 
beetles often attack faba beans in swarms but generally in small patches within the 
field. They usually do not continue feeding for very long before moving 
elsewhere. There are no insecticides registered for control of blister beetles in faba 
bean and no action thresholds have been established for faba bean.  
 
Other insects reported on faba bean are leafhoppers and aphids. The Saskatchewan 

Ministry of Agriculture’s Guide to Crop Protection contains more information 
about insecticides registered for use on field crops. Currently, the only insecticides 
registered for use on faba bean are Matador or Silencer for Lygus bugs and aphids 
and Coragen for cutworms and grasshoppers.   

Figure 2: Simulated pea leaf 
weevil leaf notching damage. 
(Source: Howard Love) 

Figure 3: Blister beetle on 
faba bean. (Photo courtesy 
Saskatchewan Ministry of 
Agriculture) 
 


